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WASHINGTON, D.C. UPDATE

Immiqration Reform (S. 2611)

On May 25, the Senate approved S. 2611, a comprehensive border security and
immigration reform legislation sponsored by Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman
Specter (R-PA) by a vote of 62 to 36. The centerpiece of S. 2611 is a three-tiered guest
worker program proposed by Senators Hagel (R-NE) and Martinez (R-FL) that would
provide working immigrants already in the United States with a means to apply for
citizenship. Under the plan, most individuals in the United States longer than five years
could remain in the country while applying for permanent citizenship. Individuals in the
country from two to five years would have to apply for a visa at a designated point of
entry, while those in the U.S. for less than two years would have to return to their home
countries. Amendments that would have substantially changed this program were
defeated.

S. 2611 will now be sent to a conference committee with H.R. 4437 (Sensenbrenner,
R-WI), a border security and immigration enforcement bil that was approved by the
House of Representatives last December and which the Board voted to oppose at its
March 28 meeting. S. 2611 contains several of the enforcement provisions in
H.R. 4437, such as proposals to increase the number of border patrol agents, customs
inspectors., and immigration fraud personneL. However, H.R. 4437 does not contain a
guest worker provision. An attachment compares t~e provisions of H.R. 4437 and
S.2611.

We will continue to keep you advised.
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GC:FL:hg

Attachment

"To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service"
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